Dear Parents and Carers,

This week we have been reflecting on the last six months and the interesting and challenging times that we
have all experienced so far in 2020 – from bush fires, smoke, hail and a pandemic! I don’t think that anyone
could have anticipated the year we have experienced to date. However, when we walk through challenging
times, we have the opportunity to experience things differently and look at things from a new perspective.
The hard times can give us a new appreciation for things that we may have previously taken for granted.
These experiences have reaffirmed how much I value our school community and the strength that we can
draw from the home/school partnership. I am very thankful for the parental support the school and staff have
received throughout the last six months. The positive feedback and encouragement that we have received
over the semester has been deeply appreciated. I am also so appreciative of the resilience that our students,
staff and parents have demonstrated. Seeing our smiling, happy students as I move about the school is joyful.
Nonetheless, I am looking forward to a more normal school life in Term Three. We will provide updates during
the school holidays on assemblies and other events. I wish all our families a safe break. Please don’t’ forget to
read the health message on covid 19 in this newsletter.

School Board Message
The Charles Conder Primary School Board met on Wednesday 24 June 2020 for the first time since the
pandemic hit. There have been a few changes within the Board membership. We welcomed Julie Gnjec to the
board as a Parent and Community Representative and welcomed back Michael Sutton in the same role,
following the recent elections. We bid farewell to Peter McLeod and thanked him for his time on the Board.
We also confirmed our third Parent and Community Representative, Ellen Samuels, as Chair. We welcomed
two new Staff Representatives this year as well, Jane McAlpine and Sherie O’Donnell.

The Board discussed the impacts that the events of 2020 had had on the school and welcomed the
announcement that Term 3 would see restrictions lifting to enable activities such as camps and small
assemblies. Principal Walmsley also discussed the impact that the pandemic would have in the short term on
things like student reporting. The Board remains focused on doing what we can to support the school as it
continues to respond to the sustained growth we have seen in recent years and what that means for our
school infrastructure requirements.

Financially the school remains healthy and we are fortunate that early investment this year in things like
additional chromebooks and other technology enabled us to enter the home-school environment in a good
position. As always, if you have any questions or anything you would like to raise with a Board member,
please email charlesconderps.schoolboard@act.edu.au or speak to a Board member.

COVID 19 Important Information
With the school holidays fast approaching, the ACT Chief Health Officer has asked the Education Directorate if
we can send information to our school communities to remind them to avoid travelling to areas in Victoria
where COVID-19 hotspots have been identified. The Victorian Government has identified areas of concern for
the COVID-19 outbreak in their state. Are you planning on travelling out of the ACT these school holidays?
ACT Health has advised all ACT residents not to travel to suburbs in Melbourne that have been identified as
COVID-19 “hotspots” (areas with increased risk of community transmission). In addition, ACT Health has
advised ACT residents to reconsider any travel to the greater Melbourne metropolitan area. This advice has
been issued to avoid the risk of bringing COVID-19 into the ACT.
Ten hotspot postcodes in Melbourne, where community transmission is occurring, have been identified by
the Victorian Government. Suburbs in these postcodes are under stay at home public health orders until 29
July 2020.
The hotspots suburbs are:
3012 – Brooklyn, Kingsville, Maidstone, Tottenham, West Footscray
3021 – Ablanvale, Kealba, Kings Park, St Albans
3032 - Ascot Vale, Highpoint City, Maribyrnong, Travancore
3038 - Keilor Downs, Keilor Lodge, Taylors Lakes, Watergardens
3042 - Airport West, Keilor Park, Niddrie
3046 - Glenroy, Hadfield, Oak Park
3047 - Broadmeadows, Dallas, Jacana
3055 - Brunswick South, Brunswick West, Moonee Vale, Moreland West
3060 – Fawkner
3064 - Craigieburn, Donnybrook, Mickleham, Roxburgh Park, Kalkallo
Car Park safety and new markings
As we approach the school holiday period I would like to remind parents who drive to pick up and drop off
children, to ensure they are following the road rules. We have a had a couple of unsafe situations with cars
being driven against the flow of traffic and going too fast. The school is updating all line markings in the
school holiday period. To support safety during the school holiday period we will be updating all line
markings. This also will include two new disability car spaces in the top car park.

Preschool and Year 7 enrolling 2021
Online enrolments for the 2021 school year opened at 6am on Tuesday 28 April 2020. This is for all students from
Preschool to Year 12. https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/enrolling-in-a-public-school

Semester 1 Reports
Semester 1 Reports will be emailed out this afternoon (2 July). Early in term 3 the week beginning of 27 th July
we will be inviting parents and carers to attend three way interviews to discuss children’s progress and review
personalised goals. We will provide contact via seesaw the week before this.

Canteen News
The canteen will open at lunchtime only on Friday 3 July. For students ordering things with a token, these
will have to be used at lunchtime.

Student Writing in Graham and Tanner
Since the return to school many classes across the school have been improving their focus on writing. It has
been amazing to see these samples improve through the writing process. The Tanner students have been
working on an Australia Post Letter writing Initiative with the Australian Archives in response to the
Pandemic.
The Kindy students have engaged in writing responses through Big books and some students writing many
sentences which is incredible for the end of term 2.

Updated school bus timetables
Starting Term 3, Monday 20 July 2020
Transport Canberra is reminding schools, parents and carers that the updated public transport network starts on the first day of Term 3 (Monday 20 July).
There will be minor changes for all students travelling to and from school. In most cases, this will
mean that students will catch the same service from the same stop, but the times that services arrive and leave may change.
Schools will see:
•

more services to meet high demand

•

adjusted timetables to match bell times

•

faster school specials

changes to bus stops to make it easier to catch a bus from school
All schools, parents and students can find out more by checking the information packs for you
school at www.transport.act.gov.au

